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PHILIPIANS, Cr. iv. 6. 


Be dare ful for nothing, but in every thing by prayer and 


 ſupplication, with Thankſgiving, let your requeſts be 
made known unto God. 


W 


miah, the ſervice of the Temple was re- eſtabliſhed ; 

we read that © Mattaniah was e the principal 
« to begin the T bankſgiving in prayer. In the Jew- 
iſh ritual we may learn by this, that prayer and 
Thankſgiving went together, or ſucceeded each other. 


HEN Jetuſatem Was again repeopled after the 


The words of St. Paul, juſt read to you, juſtify the 


practice among the firſt Chriſtians; and otlier paſſages. 
of Scripture confirm the propriety of their inſepara- 
ble connection: © I exhort that firſt of all, ſupplicati- 


captivity, and, under the direction of Nehe- 


B 5 ons, 
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ons, prayers, — and giving of thanks be 
** made for all men.“ * Continue in prayer, and 


© watch in the ſame with Thankſgiving. ” Ourown 


Liturgy, tho' prayer be its chiet ſubject, would be 
defective without Thankſgiving; and accordingly it 


makes one, but not the leading part, in our ſyſtem 


of Devotions. But tho both are thus intimately uni- 
ted; and tho' by prayer, in its largeſt acceptation, 
Thankſgiving may not unfrequently be underſtood ; 

(as Faith in a general and Chriſtian ſenſe will-include 
obedience) yet every one at the firſt view will readi- 
ly obſerve, that theſe duties are by no means ſimilar. 
It will be requiſite therefore to treat them ſeparately, 


and to ſhew the reaſonableneſs and efficacy of each: 


For in fact they are totally diſtin& ſervices; the one 
is ſubſequent to the other, and as widely different as. 
what 1s to come is from what is paſt ; prayer being a 
petition for what we want, and in futurity; ; Thankſ- 
giving an acknowledgment, for what we have receiv- 
ed in times before, or are actually enjoying in the 
preſent inſtant, 
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By all who acknowledge a God, and a Providence 
in the world, the duty of Thankſgiving is not difput- 
ed; but the propriety of prayer does not fo readily 

find admiſſion; and we are accuſed of attempting 
to inſtruct the Almighty, in what he requires no in- 
formation, and of ſoliciting with reſtleſs importunity, 
what we have no warrant to expect, and what God, 


if he ſaw it expedient, would readily grant with- 


out our ſolicitations: In anſwer to this we admit 


that God is the only judge of the reaſonableneſs of 


our complaints, and of the expediency of their re- 


dreſs; but Man being a dependent and helplefs 


creature, and conſcious of his own inſufficiency, it 


becomes him to look beyond his own powers for 
protection; being oppreſſed with the load of his ini- 
quities, to pray for remiſſion of them upon his ſincere 
repentance. But where is he to expect protection, 
unleſs from the Arm of the Almighty ? Who can 
_ remit” ſins, but God alone? Prayer therefore is a 
duty ; not to inform the Deity in what he is not 
ignorant; not to ſolieit favours which we are not 
een to aſk; nor to feel ourſelves hurt at the 
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diſappointment, when God is not diſpoſed to confer 
them : but as a general confeſſion of our dependence, 
and as a public acknowledgment of God, as our Crea- 
tor and Preſerver. The queſtion which may not 
unreaſonably be aſked is this; Are our . petitions 
conveyed with the moſt ſuitable addreſs? Do we 
attend how we pray? A ſolution of this queſtion may 
obviate perhaps ſome of the principal objections, 
with which our adverſaries reproach us. 


All application to the Almighty for relief ſhould, 
be expreſſed in the moſt general terms, and the mode 
of that relief left entirely to his wiſe diſpoſal. Con- 


feſſion and repentance for ſins may deſcend to every. 


individual tranſgreſſion, which conſcience may bring 
to our remembrance ; for every {in is ſubject to pu- 
niſhment, and requires its diſtin& ſorrow and con- 
trition; but particular addreſſes for the divine 


mercies have the appearance of preſcribing to Provis; 
dence; and diſcover more of the importunate ſoli- 


citor, than of the modeſt ſupplicant. It is requir- 
ed that been be preſented with the moſt humble 
ſubmiſſion, 


— 
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ſubmiſſion; and the event acquieſced in with pious 
reſignation; but the manner; in which many addreſſes 


for excluſive benefits are offered up, ſeems imperti- 


nently to dictate to the Almighty, and to direct his 
wiſdom in the diſtribution of his favours. The re— 


queſt which we may prefer, as ſuppoſed to be imme- 


diately beneficial, might in its conſequences be 
diſadvantageous to ourſelves, and to others fatal : 

what might be thought expedient i in our partial and 
contrafted' view, may in the all · comprehenſive eye 
of God be feen pregnant with miſchief, and general- 
ly deſtrufive. Petitions for inſtance from one place 
fora moderate ſupply of ſhowers, may be directly 
repugnant to a requeſt equally reaſonable for their 
difcontinuance from another: Even from the ſame 
place different perfons ſhall have their different wants, 


and yet all will expect an indulgence to their petiti- 
ons: Nay it is obſervable that the very perſons who 


preſented the addreſſes, are commonly the firſt to be 


diffatisfied; and the moſt” impatient” in their | prayers 
for a temporary change. Can Providence be expedt- | 
ed to 0 Kſten to ſuch capricious, ſuch contradictory 


applications? 
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applications? If all were complied with, what con · 
fuſion would, enſue ! endleſs diſcontentment, and 
complaints innumerable. But it is our great happi- 
neſs that God ſees not as man ſees; that his ſuperin- 
tendance is not local, or partially confined to a 
peculiar people : his protection is univerſal, his, 
mercies are over all his works. | 


But are not particular Prayers FORE, 1 * 
Church for particular perſons, and on particular Oc- | 


caſions? I would not be underſtood as meaning to 


imply cenſure, on what the wiſdom of our rulers has 
eſtabliſhed. T hey are juſtified i in-theſe directions, 
and they have the authority of Scripture for enforc- 


ing them ; but ſome. even of theſe are not excluſively 


for our own advantage, and others are left diſcretion. 
ary. Prayers for ſucceſs againſt our enemies in battle, 


or for deliverance in times of general contagion, tho 
occaſional, havea general tendency, and arenot ſubject. 


to the imputation of ſelfiſh partiality: Prayers for the N 
chief M agiſtrate, as the common father of his people, 


are with propriety Mareſſed s to the common, F ather of 
all. 
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all. Prayers for our prethren, and even fo our 
enemies, all upon the whole that are unmixed with 
our own immediate concerns, that are general in 
their application, and general in the effects deſired, 
are duties upon all and our reaſonable ſervice: but 
prayers that ſeem to point out the preciſe time, or the 
exadt mode of granting the relief, that have reference 
only to ſelf, and are limited to the narrow circle of 
our private neceſſities, our local intereſtsor capricious. 
ihclinations, are an inſult to the divine Providence, 
unauthorized by Scripture, and highly contradictory 
to the great example of our Saviour; whoſe prayer, 
intended as a model for our addreſſes, is univerſally 
adapted to all times, to all places, and to all conditi- 
ons, the moſt general in _— the moſt eee 
ſve in extent. 1 | = 


5 Karl realonabletiols therefore of prayer, thus 
properly directed, has been, I ſhould hope, ſufficient- 
ly aſcertained, the proofs of its efficacy are no leſs 
conchifive.' That its fruits are not always viſible, is 
eee they are got Teal inſtant und ſenſi- 
bum ble 
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ble effects ſeldom follow the ſupplications of tlie 
moſt devout: the example of Elias will not warrant 
us in preſuming upon ſuch immediate ſucceſs: we 


expect no miracles to be wrought in favour of human 
gd interceſſions. The completion of our wiſhes is no 
5 ground for boaſting; we do ill to be angry at di ſap- 
| pointments: our prayers may be rejected without. 


| miatrks of the divine diſpleaſure; they may be effectu - 
ally complied: with, without any apparent diſtinction: 
from God's favour. But the Scripture aſſures us that 
| « the effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man 


c ayaileth much: “ and if proſperity, tho not always: 


| 

| in the form we had pictured to our fancy, attends. 
| our undertakings; if calamities, thoſe we had dread- 
| ed as the molt formidable, are averted; orturn-event-, 
[ ually to our good; if the iſſue of our lives has upon 


the whole been fortunate, failing perhaps in one in- 
lance, and exceeding our moſt ſanguine expectations 
in another; if tender affections, charitable diſpoſiti- 
ons, and. holy relolutions be wrought in our. hearts; 
it habitual and uniform, obedience, be produced in 
qur actions; and the whole frame and. temper of our 


C & 4 


minds be ſoftened,as it can ſcarce be hardened, by 
this exerciſe; the end of prayer is attained ; we 
* aſked, and it was given us; we ſought, and we 


* have found; not perhaps the very object we were 


ſeeking, nor in the preciſe inſtant that we aſked ; but 
as much probably as we delired, certainly more than 
we deſerved. *© Iwill therefore that men pray every 
„ where, lifting up holy hands, without wrath and 


** doubting;” with charity to men, and with confi- 


dence in God. 


| The reaſonableneſs and efficacy of prayer, thus 
ſummarily explained, my ſubject calls me to another, 


and as neceſſary a. part of our religious ſervice; and 


which, though ſeldom denied to be a duty, is in 
PE grown almoſt obſolete. We are all more un- 
happily inclined to prayer than to praiſe; to conſider 
more what our deſires want of their completion, than 
the gratification with which they have been indulged : 25 
cheriſhed by hope a magnified by the imagination, 


the object which we pray for has commonly ſomething 


new to engage our attention, and to animate us in 
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the purſuit: the redreſs We hive received: ſeldom 
comes up. to expectation; the impfefhons made by it 
at firſt; every day grow fainter, and recur to the 
mind as the diſtant remembrance of an enjoyment 
that is paſt, and can never be revived. And yet; 
however readily we have recourſe to ſupplication, 


thankſsiving is in ſome caſes the more practicablé 


duty: in the extremity of ſickneſs, when the Ipirits 
are oppreſſed, and the faculties impaired, the mind 


is not in a condition to make interceſfion with its 


God; but Thankſgiving is generally in our power; 
for it is only when his merties hive been diſplayed, 


5 &« © #F 


and the mind is capable of acknowledging them, 


* that this tribute is expected. True it is that God 


expects ſome return for all theſe voluntary mereies ; 
and the only return which man can make to his Cre- 
ator, is gratitude : yet how reluctantly is it offered ! 
How urgracioully with-held ! However umvillingly 


it be received, truth compels me to declare the fact, 


that tho' the prayers of this congregation have been 


defired for many in their ſuppoſed dangers, I have 


known but few, very few Iilitariteh, where Priifes 
and 


L 44 


and thankſgivings have been offered up to God, 
when the danger was removed. Were there not 
ten cleanfed? But where are the nine? There re- 

© turned not to give glory to God, ſave this ſtranger.” 
Prejerand Think Gini differ ſo oe ly, that 
it may be thought unneceſſary to diſcriminate them: 
but to mention only a fe ſtriking; particulars, might 
not be foreign to the ſubject, nor wholly uninſtruc- 
tive. The effects of our petitions are either intend- 
ed to center wholly in ourſelves, to be confined to 
our private connections, in preference to ſtrangers, 
or to be extended only to. our on, to the prejudice 
of all other countries; in all which, or even if they 
be carried farther, to all mankind, ſelf is evidently 
included, and forms generally the poi nt of al tracti- 
on to the whole circle; but Fhankſgiving is more 
diſintereſted, and makes the honour that is due to 
others the immediate object of its regard, its own 
concerns more diſtantly, and as a ſecondary conſi- 
"a The immediate and ultimate end of pray- 
er is either directly or indirediy the perſonal intereſt 
Cc 2. 5 
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of every ſupplicant : The end of Thankſgiving is to 
diſclaim all merit in ourſelves, and to promote the 
glory of his name of whom are all things. 


Thankſgiving alſo has this advantage, that it is 
never accompanied with any painful retroſpect, and 
is as pleaſing in the performance, as diſintereſted 
in its views. Prayer, confeſſion; and repentance, are 
gloomy and diſpiriting in themſelves, and throw 
"2 melancholy - -and dark ſhade over- every thing | 
that is near them: Thankſgiving! on the contrary is 
lively and animating, and reflects a chearfulneſs and 
luſtre on all the objects within its influence { The 
former are the language of indigence and guilt; the 
latter the effuſions of contentment, and peace of con- 
ſcience: Prayer, confeſſion, and repentance are dic- 
tated by our fears, or by hopes, if hope ever comes, 

full of anxiety and depreſſing doubts; Thankſgiving 

ariſes from the pure ſources of love, and of enjoy- 
ment; of perfect love that caſteth out fear, and 
of enjoyment ee * remorſe: ; thoſe may 
i produce 


*Atterbury. 


29 J 
produce ſome temporary calm to a mind diſtratted 
with its ſins, but a calm too frequently ſucceeded by 
deſpair, and diſtruſt in God's aſſurances : this on the 
other hand enjoys a perpetual ſerenity, and dares to 
look up with confidence to Heaven, that its praiſes 
are accepted: in ſhort, prayer, confeſſion, and repent- 
ance are the ſervice of the ſinner imploring pardon ; 
Thankſgiving the ſervice of the juſt, who are receiv- 
ing their reward; the bleſſ ed employment of the 
Angels that are in Heaven. 


Prayer and 1 Thankſgiving are in this reſpec alſo 
eſſentially diſtin, that as prayer cannot be too gene- 


ral, thankſgiving, like repentance and confeſſion 


(which reſemble it only in this one point) cannot be 
too particular. As by confeſſion and repentance, we 


acknowledge and bewail, not only our ſins and wick- 


edneſs in the groſs, but every ſingle inſtance of de- 
pravity, of which our own hearts ſhall accuſe us; ſo 
by Thankſgiving we acknowledge and record with 


gratefulneſs every ſeparate act of God's mercy, 


which we had no title to expect, and which God 
might 
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might without injuſtice have with-held. The fa- 
vours of God are perfectly optional on his part, and 
every peculiar indulgence, demands on ours its pe- 
culiar and perpetual remembrance. 


A ſeparate acknowledgment indeed of theſe divine 
ſavours, mult be left to every man's own boſom : 
they are ſcarcely within the recollection of any 
man at all times, and are clearly not the buſineſs of 
this place, or of this aſſembly ; tor they are like the 
ſand upon the ſea-ſhore, innumerable, conſtantly 


renewed, and continual in operation. The general 


effects of the divine Providence demand a general 
remembrance, and unremitted thankfulneſs; indiſ- 
criminate Thankſgiving therefore we hope will be 


accepted, where a diſtinct enumeration of every 


benefit would be impracticable. But when any fig- 
nal inſtance of deliverance has. been wrought among 
the people; when a year of richneſs and Abundance 
ſucceeds a time of barrenneſs and gener 'T hep 
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when 
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when after Immodetate uninterrupted rains, the all 

reſtoring liglit of che ſun reviſits us, and the fruits of 
the eafth are gathered in their due ſeaſon; when again 
alter ſome dteadful viſitation by the peſtilence or 
ſtekneſs the bleſſings of health are reſtored into our 
dwellings;“ or when furrounded by enemies, and 
oppreſſed by the calamities of war, the mercy of 
G6d ſends peace into the world, and * Rilleth the 
* raging of the nations;” them it is that the voice of 
joy Mall be heard aloud in the congregation, and the 
name of the Lord exalted among the people: theſe 
are the occaſions that ſtrike the more forcibly as they 
are môte uncommon ; that awaken our feelings by 
che livelineſs of their preſent impreſſions, and urgent- 
Me Tor THEIF immediate aud e een 
ment. g a mme egg, F 


| dts are the bleſſings for which we are at this 
tine peculiarly bound to ccoffer unto God Thankſ 
giving; that he hath given us (with ſome occaſi- 
onal interruptions that may turn to our Profit) every 
kind influence of the Heavens when it was moſt 


wanted; 
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wanted; the former and the latter rain in their 
© ſeaſon; ” the mellowing froſts of winter, and the in- 
vigorating heats of ſummer; that he hath diſperſed 
plenty through the land, and crowned the year 
* with his goodneſs; O that men would therefore 
te praiſe the Lord for his goodneſs, and declare the 
«© wonders that he doeth for the children of men!“ 
But the occaſion above all that now. calls for our at- 
tention, 1s to commemorate the glad tidings of peace 
to theſe kingdoms; the bleſſed return of harmony 
and agreement among the nations 

A period to the miſcries of. war is an event at all 
times devoutly to be wiſhed; and in our ſituation, 


eſſential to our exiſtence; perſeverance in contention, 
were it left to our choice to terminate its ravages, had 


been voluntary ſuicide. With one, and no inconſi- 
derable part of its dominions, diſmembered from its 
connection, and with three of the firſt powers of Eu- 
rope unnaturally combined, and confederated againſt 


her, the ſtruggle of one iſland, however glorious, 


mult be unavailing: the ſparks of virtue not quite 
extinguiſh- 


L Ag 
extinguiſhed, gave a tranſient, but ineffectual flaſh of 
hope; and all our exertions, tho' honourable to our- 
ſelves, and aſtoniſhing to the world, ſerved only 
the more ſurely to depreſs us, and to haſten our diſ- 
ſolution, To extricate us from this hoſt of difficul- 
ties, Peace, tho' unfavourable, could not be unwel : 
come, could hardly be diſad vantageous; and happy 
in the compariſon ſhould we yet eſteem our condition, 
that ſome interruption is given to the career of our 
enemies, ſome reſpite allowed from that trying afflic- 
tion, an unſucceſsful war. Whether wearied with 
defeats we were too haſty to conclude the war; whe- 
ther a vanquiſhed people could have inſiſted on con- 
ditions leſs diſhonourable; or whether the terms of 
this peace, be guarded againſt all objections, and pre- 
clude every opening for evaſion; are queſtions 
merely of political concernment, and ill ſuited to a 
diſcuſſion from this place. Complaints poſſibly of 
various kinds may be alledged, of unwarranted con- 
ceſſions, of allies deſerted, and of boundaries unde- 
ined; for there never was yet peace made, however 
exalted, or however humbled our condition, that 
D | could. 
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could give perfect ſatisfaction, that was not thought 
too humiliating even in defeat, or inadequate to our 
ſucceſs. But that we are at this time fafe from all 
the horrors and devaſtations of contending armies; 
that the blood of thouſands is no longer ſacrificed to 
flatter ambition, or to gratify revenge; that the trea- 
ſures of an exhauſted people are no more laviſhed on 
deſperate projects and ruinous expeditions ; ' theſe 
are ſome compenſation for all the evils we have ſo 
ſorely felt; and ſhould make us truly and unfeigned- 
ly thankful, that peace on any terms has condeſcend- 
ed to reviſit us. Glory therefore be to God that 
there is peace onearth, | 


Alarming ill and melancholy is the proſpect which 
we have before us: oppreſſed with the magnitude of 
an enormous debt, weighed down with the load of 
complicated, but neceſſary burdens, how are we to 
emerge from the torrent that overwhelms us? The 
diſtractions occaſioned by violent parties from with- 
in; the watchful jealouſy of our natural enemies 
from without; the deſertion of friends unſatisfied by 

con- 
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conceſſions; and the mercenary ſelfiſhneſs of every 
rank; all conſpire to theoverthrowof thisonceflouriſh- 
ing ſtate, tottering under its on greatneſs, and crumb- 
ling and mouldring into ruin by too rapid and viſible 
decay. We have lived to ſee its moſt ancient alliances 
diſſolved and turned againſt us; from one unfortunate 
example we are warranted to fearthe defection ofother 
valuable dependencies: we may yet live to ſee (for 
we have ſeen all that the moſt deſponding could 
fearce have apprehended, in our time) revolutions. 
fill more dreadful; the extinction of our credit, 
and the annihilation of our refources, One gleam of 
coinfort- ſtill- remains to us, diſtant as yet, I fear, in 
the union of all our jarring intereſts, and the co · ope- 
ration of all the abilities confeſſedly great, and of the 
talents emiticntly/corfpicuous which we have yet to 
boaſt of. But if the aſlotiſhing powers of our rival 
leaders are only exerted, to ſtrengthen the intereſts 
of party. Gt to ſecure the emoluments of place; if all 
(for this umwillingnefs to ſupport a falletgempire is 
too generah) i all ate merely ſblicitous to ſhake off the 
_ from thett oWri: necks, and fix it upon others 
D 2 equally. 
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equally oppreſſed ; daringly to defy, or elandeſtinely 
to evade, the molt wholeſome regulations; peace 
will be to us but the foundation of worſe commotions: 
a fallacious and inſecure ceſſation of hoſtilities, liable 
to he diſturbed upon the ſhalloweſt pretences, and 
ona to the werey of an intereſted. ad. . 
enemy. tc 


A pious and humane prelate among our late ene- 
mies, in his encomium upon the peace, which they 
at leaſt, have no reaſon to condemn, has with great 

candour and liberality expreſſed his. wiſhes, that the 
two rival nations of England and France, might pre- 
ſerve this amity inviolate, and hear of war no more. 
In theſe truly chriſtian and patriotic ſentiments, we 
concur moſt devoutly, and would gladly extend them 
to the whole race of mankind: but we confeſs our» 
ſelves not ſo ſanguine as to look for their comple- 

tion. While the intereſts of both kingdoms inter- 
fere ſo eſſentially, there will inevitably be jealouſies 
of each oo encroachments ; and there never wall 
be wanting ambitious, or deſigning men to foment 
| : thoſe 
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thoſe jealduſies, and to wait their opportunity of re · 
newing the diſturbances: for in times of confuſion 
only can their talents be called forth, and from the 
general calamity they expect their harveſt. Earneſt 
therefore as it might be the deſire of every good man, 
that wars might ceaſe in all the world, and that“ all 
* nations may hold the faith in the unity of ſpirit, 
** and the bond of peace; the conditon of this world 
is ſuch, that wars muſt unavoidably prevail; and the 
words of our Saviour will eventually be fulfilled, in 
that ſenſe in which he manifeſtly intended them, 
that he came not to ſend peace upon earth, but 
*a ſword.” oa : 


A queſtion has been aſked, and with ſtrict propriety, 
what advantages can a nation that ſubſiſts by agricul- 
ture, and flouriſhes by commerce, propoſe to itſelf 
from war? If war or peace depended ſolely on our- 

ſelves, we ſhould be, of all men moſt infatuated, the 
| moſt deſerving of perdition, if we voluntarily forfeit- 
ed our commercial advantages, or wantonly courted 
unneceſlary troubles, But if declining hoſtilities 


can 


rr 


{ 22 } 
can fearcely ſecure us fromthe outrages of war; if 
the too anxious appearance of © labouring for peace” 
be only the way more effectually to provoke offence, 
a dreadful. and deplorable neceſſity it is, that peace 
never can be enſured, but by preparations for war; 
and the ſtronger the ſinews, as they are called, of 
war are, the more flattering is the proſpect of peace, 
and more permanent its eſtabliſhment; In our caſe 
theſe ſinews have been ſtrained but too high, and 
however harſh and unwelcome be the truth, our dif- 
treſſes are to be aſcribed, as much at leaſt, to tlie fore- 
ed exertions and unexampled ſucceſs of à former 
war, as to the unſortunate events of that juſt conclud- 
ed. Our enemies ſee this with inſolent exultation, 
and are ever prepared to take advantage of our fallen 
glories. The terms of this peace they dictated them - 
felves, and to their eruel mercies is limited its conti- 
nuance. Perchance at this inſtant ih ſomè diſtant 


quarter of the globe, hoſtilities may already have re- 
eommenced; perchance the ſleeping eibers of diſ. 


content are orily buried under a treachereus covering 
for the preſent, to break out with augmentedviclenee 
hereafter, 
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hereakier, ind to kindle a flame which we m never 
fer £3 iſhed. | Degraded however as our condi- 
tiom 18, 0 © have this conſolation left, that all is not 
yet Joſt, that peace came in the critical inſtant to 
ſeture a remnant; and that if this interval, ſhort as it 
may be allowed us, be managed with advantage, the 
gloomineſs of the proſpect may yet brighten into 
chearfulneſs; the ſan of Britain may ariſe from its 
eclipſe, and break out again with undiminiſhed 
ſplendour. 


I wiſh not to aggravate-the diſtreſſes of my coun- 
try, nor to lower us in our on eſtimation, or in the 
opinion of other nations: but to diſguiſe our real 
ſituation from ourſelves, and to deceive us with falſe 
colours, and falſe aſſurances, is equally criminal, 
and little leſs than treaſon. By ignorance and miſre- 
preſentation] we may be lulled into a fatal ſecurity, 
and not atvake from out dreatn, till “ our deſtruction 
4 cometh ti lerthd; but by being forte warned 
of our danger, we are not unprepared for our de- 
fence, nor diſarined ay ee ftom employ ing our 
01 „59634 011 5 ice e reſourbes. 
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reſources. With true Roman fortitude therefore, let 
us not, tho the enemy be even at the gates, deſpair of 


the Republic, Much may be yet done by the concur- 


rence of the whole, by the counſels of the able, the 
liberality of the opulent, the ceconomy. of all. But 
if the rich will diſable themſelves by their profuſion, 


as the poor are diſqualified by their neceſſities, from 
contributing their ſupport; the middle claſs, the moſt 


uſeful, the moſt willing, and the moſt burdened part 
of the community, will ſhrink from their oppreſſions, 
and ſeek for protection in other countries, where hon- 


eſt induſtry may be better encouraged, and patient 


merit more liberally rewarded. What may reſult 
from theſe ſeceſſions, if continued, it requires no 


great ſagacity to foreſee; it is — to luggelt. 
that the miſchief is begun. hs HH bis 


81 


From theſe Aiſheartaing reflections-Iet us divert 


our thoughts if poſſible; let us look: back with 


ſatisfaction, tho! it will fcarcely be without ſhudder- 
ing, upon the gulf we have avoided; and let us 
look forward with hope, in -a; pleaſing anticipation 
of thoſe, bleſſings which may ariſe from peace. To 

God 
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God therefore the author and giver of every good 
gift, © who breaketh the bow, and knappeth the ſpear 
in ſunder,” let us offer up our ſacrifice. O ſing 
* unto the Lord with Thankſgiving, ſing praiſes 
© upon the harp _ unto our God, who maketh the 
* graſs to grow for the cattle, and herb for the ſer- 
vice of man; who giveth peace in our borders, and 
* filleth us with the fineſt of the wheat. Thou 
alſo haſt viſited us, O Lord, with thy fatherly cor- 
rection, and madeſt us to drink of the dregs of thy diſ- 
pleaſure: we receive with ſubmiſſion theſe thy ſalu- 
tary warnings; we magnify thy name for the mercies 
which thou haſt ſhewn in judgment. Teach us, 
O Lord, to improve under thy chaſtiſements, to 
look humbly into ourſelves, and to learn from our 
experience, to be more patient in diſappointment, leſs 
inſolent in ſucceſs. Make as duly ſenſible of the 
many wonderful deliverances thou halt vouchſafed 
to this Church and Nation, the ſtorms we have eſcap- 
ed, and the. more perilous trials which thou haſt 
given us ſtrength to overcome. In a thankful compa- 
ride of the preſent with our paſt diſtreſſes, call our 

E recollection . 
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gecolletion to thoſe times, when we were without 


Sovereign to the Nate, without Pallors to thy flock ; 


when, blinded by a mercileſs muſlaken acal, the 
brother lified wp bis any againſt the brocker, - the 
from that ſcourge of thy wrath, inteſline war: yet 
Mill we feel tos ſorely the wounds of our diſunion. 

Cĩveus grace to forgetourcnmitiestoorecent to he im- 

placable, to forgive as Chriſtians, to love as brethren. - 
From fatal reflection on our palt errors, teach us to 
preſerve the few that are ſtill faithful, and grant us 


that firſt of thy bleſlings, to be at unity in ourſelves. 


If it be a yain hope that peace may be perpetual, grant, 
O Father of mercies, that it be undiſturbed by the 

- madneſs of our own people: if inſulted by foes; de- 
ſerted by friends, and abandoned by the v 
thou our protector, O viſit us with thy ſalvation,” + 
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